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INTRODUCTION

The 26™ Session of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technical Advice (SBSTA)
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the
26™ Session of the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) was held on 7-18 May
2007 at the Maritim Hotel in Bonn, Germany. Besides these, 3" Session of the Adhoc
Working Group on further commitments for Annex I Parties under Kyoto ProtocoL
(KP) and the 3™ Workshop under the Dialogue on Long-term Cooperative Action to
address climate change by enhancing implementation of the convention was held
during the SBSTA meeting. More than 1099 representatives from 164 countries
attended the meetings. A three member delegation from Bangladesh participated in
the meetings. The composition of the Bangladesh Delegation was as follows:

Name & Designation
Mr. Tarig-ul-Islam, Joint Secretary, Leader of the
Ministry of Environment and Forest delegation
And
National Project Director, NCSA
Monowar Islam, Project Manager, Member
National Capacity Self-Assessment Project (NCSA)
Dr. Md.Nasir Uddin Member
Deputy Secretary,
Ministry of Environment and Forest

Among the delegation, financial support for the National Project Director and Project
Manager, were given from the NCSA project - funded by GEF/ UNDP and UNFCCC
Secretariat provided fund for Dr. Md.Nasir Uddin.

Historical Background
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

Growing public concern over global environmental issues pushed the international
community to reach an unprecedented agreement on the need to protect the global
environment during the 1990s. Scientific assessment of climate change science,
impacts, adaptation and vulnerability has played important role in framing a
convention on climate change and established different scientific groups under
convention and protocol. Recognizing the needs of policy-makers for authoritative
and up-to-date scientific information, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) established the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 1988. Following a proposal by the Government
of Malta, Climate Change for the first taken by the UN General Assembly in 1988 and
adopted resolution 43/53 of 6 December 1988 on the “Protection of the Global
Climate for Present and Future Generation of Mankind”. With a view to reducing the
adverse effects of climate change, the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) was finalized and adopted on 09 May 1992 in New York,
USA.



The convention was opened for signature at the UN Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on 4 June 1992 and came into force
on 21 March 1994. Today 189 governments are Parties to the Convention. Bangladesh
signed the Convention on 9 June 1992 and ratified it on 16 April 1994.

History of Kyoto Protocol

Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change at its Third Session (COP3) in Kyoto, Japan agreed to a protocol known as
“Kyoto Protocol’. This protocol is the first legally binding agreement to reduce
emission of greenhouse gases not controlled by other protocol including Montreal
Protocol to Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS). The protocol has agreed to reduce
average 5.2 percent of greenhouse gases of Annex-I country parties relative to 1990
level by 2008 to 2012 refer as first commitment period. Article 3.2 of the Protocol
also stated that each Party included in Annex [ shall, by 2005, have made
demonstrable progress in achieving its commitments under this Protocol.

After a long period of negotiations, from 1997 to 2004, the Kyoto Protocol came into
force on 16 February 2005 after ratification by Russia. Countries that ratified this
protocol commit to reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases, or engage in emissions trading if they maintain or increase emissions of these
gases. It is to be noted that present shape of Kyoto Protocol is not effective enough as
a number of compromises have already been made, and one of the major world
emitters has withdrawn her support from Kyoto commitment. Increasing emission
trend of Annex-I country parties shows lack of their commitment to the problem.
GHG inventory of Annex-I country parties, excluding countries in economic
transition, showed that their emission has increased 8.4 percent by 2002 over 1990
level.



MAIN AGENDA ITEMS (ATTENDED)
SBSTA:

Item 1: Opening Session

Item 3: Nairobi Work Programme

Item 4: Development and Transfer of Technology
Item 5: Reducing Emissions from Deforestation
Item 6: Research and Systematic Observation

Item 8(b): Afforestation and Reforestation (CDM)

SBI

Item 1: Opening Session

Item 5: Financial Mechanism (LDC Fund)

Item 6: Financial Mechanism (KP Adaptation Fund)

Item 7: Education, Training and Public Awareness (Art 6 of Convention)
Item 8: Matters relating to LDC Countries

Item 10: Capacity Building under the Convention

Item 11: Capacity Building under KP

IPCC Briefing on the ‘Fourth Assessment Report
Workshop on mitigation (Urban Planning and development)

AWG Round Table

31 Workshop under the Dialogue on Long-term Cooperative Action



MAJOR HIGHLIGHT ON THE AGENDA ITEMS
SBSTA
Item 1: Opening Session

SBSTA Chair Kishan Kumarsingh (Trinidad and Tobago) presented the provisional
agenda which was adopted without any amendment. SBSTA considered the agenda
items on research and systematic observation, methodological issues, the Nairobi
Work Programme on Impacts, Vulnerability and Adaptation, cooperation with
relevant international organizations, mitigation, technology transfer, and reducing
emissions from deforestation in developing countries.

Item 3: Nairobi Work Programme

The COP, by its decision 1/CP.10, requested the SBSTA to develop a structured five-
year programme of work of the SBSTA on the scientific, technical and socio-
economic aspects of impacts of, and vulnerability and adaptation to, climate change,
which would address the following issues: methodologies, data and modeling;
vulnerability assessments, adaptation planning, measures and actions; and integration
into sustainable development in the context of the terms of reference of the SBSTA as
referred to in Article 9 of the Convention and to hold an in-session workshop during
SBSTA 22 to facilitate the development of this five-year programme of
work.(UNFCCC, 2006).Subsequently CoP-11 through decision 2 CP/11 adopted the
five year programme of work developed by SBSTA addressing issues of vulnerability,
impacts and adaptation to climate change.

At SBSTA 25, Parties adopted conclusion relating to the ‘five year programme of
work on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change’. SBSTA invited
parties to submit information on their relevant programmes, activities and views to the
secretariat by 23 February 2007. Argentina, Australia, Germany (on behalf of EU),
India, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Uzbekistan and
AOSIS submitted their reports. As per AOSIS report, key sectors that have already
been affected by the climate change and will be severely impacted in the future
include:

Coastal zones and coral reefs;

Agriculture, fisheries, and food security;

Marine resources;

Biodiversity;

Health;

Key infrastructure and settlements;

Economic and financial security;

Socio-cultural security.
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Item 4: Development and Transfer of Technology

SBSTA emphasized on the rapid development and access to environmentally sound
technologies requires suitable responses to the development, cost, ownership and
intellectual property rights issues associated with these technologies. The meeting
also recognized that current financial provisions and institutional arrangements in the
form of Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) and the Expert Group on Technology
Transfer (EGTT) under the convention are inadequate to deliver an immediate and
urgent technology development, deployment, diffusion and transfer to developing
countries.

Mr. Chow Kok Kee (Malaysia) submitted a report of EGTT to the meeting. He
emphasized on the Technology Needs Assessments (TNA) by the developing
countries, technology information, enabling environments, capacity building,
mechanism for technology transfer. He informed that 30 Non-Annex 1 parties have
finalized their TN As. Bangladesh is yet to do this exercise.

Decision

SBSTA considered the text of a draft decision, as requested by decision 5/cp.12, and
decided to forward a draft decision (Annex- II) to the SBSTA for consideration at its
27" session to be held in Bali, Indonesia in December 2007.

Item 5: Reducing Emissions from Deforestation

There was a great debate on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation during the
SBSTA meeting. The SBSTA, however, agreed to continue its work on this matter at
its 27™ session (December 2007) on the basis of the draft text contained at Annex-III.
SBSTA took a note of the report of workshop held in Australia during 7-9 March
2007 relating to Reducing Emissions from Deforestation in developing countries.

Item 6: Research and Systematic Observation

In spite of scientific and technological development, there is still uncertainties in
climate change. As per Article 5 of the convention, the CoPs are committed to
undertake, support and further develop international and intergovernmental
programmes and networks or organizations aimed at defining, conducting, assessing
and financing, research, data collection and systematic observation. CoPs also
committed to support international and intergovernmental efforts to strengthen
systematic observation and national scientific and technical research capacities and
capabilities, particularly in the developing countries.

Decision

SBSTA took note of the views from Parties on how the SBSTA might facilitate a
more effective dialogue between Parties and regional and international climate
Change research programmes in the context of decision 9/cp.11. It expressed its
appreciation to the regional and international cc research programmes and
organizations for their views on this subject. SBSTA agreed to develop and maintain
the dialogue between Parties and research organizations for further improvement of
research and systematic observation. SBSTA re-emphasized that the IPCC remains
the primary provider of scientific, technical, and socio-economic information and data
to the Convention through its full range of reports.



SBI
Item 1: Opening Session

Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) Chair Bagher Asadi (Iran) opened the
meeting. UNFCCC Executive Secretary Yvo de Boer reflected on his first eight
months in the post. He expressed concern at the enormous growth in the Secretariat’s
workload. He urged a long term global response to climate change involving deep
emission cuts from industrialized countries, further engagement of developing
countries , incentives for action and flexibility through an enhanced carbon market.
The G-77/China provided an opening statement highlighting on the Adaptation
Fund’s management and operational entity. The group called for progress on the
Buenos Aires Programme of Work, capacity Building and KP article 2.3 and 3.14.
The main agenda items attended by the Bangladesh delegation were:

Item 5: Financial Mechanism (LDC Fund)

Item 6: Financial Mechanism (KP Adaptation Fund)

Item 7: Education, Training and Public Awareness (Art 6 of Convention)
Item 8: Matters relating to LDC Countries

Item 10: Capacity Building under the Convention

Item 11: Capacity Building under KP

Item 5: Financial Mechanism (LDC Fund)

SBI took note of the document “Programming Paper for Funding the Implementation
of NAFA under the LDC Trust Fund” developed by the GEF in response to guidance
from the COP decision 3/CP11 and in consultation with LDC Parties.

The SBI further noted with appreciation that USD 120 million has been pledged for
the LDC Fund and recognized the need for the GEF to continue its efforts to mobilize
additional resources to support the implementation of NAPA project activities under
the LDCF.

The SBI invited Parties and intergovernmental organizations to submit the the
secretariat, by 19 September 2008, information on implementation of NAPAs,
including on accessing funds from the LDCF, for consideration by the SBI at its 29"
session (December 2008).

The SBI invited LDC Expert Group (LEG) to consider , in accordance with decision
3/CP 11 and as part of its stocktaking meeting , views on the experiences gained from
the implementation of NAPAs, including those in accessing funds from the LDCF,
and report back to the SBI at its 29™ Session.

Decision:
SBI decided to continue its deliberations on this matter at 29" session, with a view to
preparing an input for consideration by the COP at its 14™ Session (December 2008),

to enable the COP to assess progress in the implementation of decision 3/CP-11 and
consider the adoption of further guidance on the LDCF.
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Item 6: Financial Mechanism (KP Adaptation Fund)
The Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) took note of the submission on the
views from an interested institution on how it would operationalize decision 5/CMP.2.
Under Financial Mechanism of KP Adaptation Fund, the SBI considered views from
the parties on two things:

= Eligibility criteria

= Priority areas

And monetization of the share of proceeds for the Adaptation Fund and agreed on a
negotiating text for a draft decision to be completed with, inter alia, elements on
institutional arrangements.

The SBI noted a paper prepared by the co-chair of the contact group convened on the
Adaptation Fund containing some points for discussion on institutional arrangements
for further consideration by the SBI at its 27" in December 2007.

The SBI agreed to organize , in accordance with the decision 5/CMP.2, with
assistance of the secretariat and subject to the availability of resources, consultations
among Parties to discuss, inter alia, views and proposals for institutional arrangements
before 27™ Session of the SBI.

Decision:

The SBI agreed to continue its deliberations on this matter at its 27™ Session, on the
basis of the negotiating text referred to above and taking into account, inter alia, the
paper referred to in paragraph 3 above, with a view to preparing a draft decision for
adoption by the Conference of the Parties serving as meeting of the Parties to the
Kyoto Protocol at its third session.

Item 7: Education, Training and Public Awareness (Art 6 of Convention)

As per Article 6 of the Convention, the country parties are committed to promote and
facilitate the development and implementation of educational and public awareness
programmes on climate change and it’s effects at national, sub-regional and regional
level. Delegates discussed the New Delhi Work Programme relating to this article.

Item 8: Matters relating to LDC Countries
The main issues that concern the LDCs and Bangladesh are:

The 5 years work programme of SBSTA;

Capacity building under the convention and protocol;
Financial machenism under the convention and protocol;
Transfer of technology;

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM);

Further commitment of Annex-1 countries.
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Item 10: Capacity Building under the Convention

The SBI took note of the report by the secretariat on a possible format for reporting on
the regular monitoring of the implementation of the capacity building framework. The
SBI reiterated the request to the secretariat to produce a synthesis report in accordance
with decision 4/CP12, for consideration by the SBI annually in its second sessional
period. The SBI agreed that the synthesis report should provide an over view of
capacity building activities and a summary of these activities as per the following
format:

Scope of Summary of | Best practices | Lessons learned Needs and
Needs & areas | the activities gaps
for CB

The SBI decided that a two-day workshop, organized pursuant to decision 4/CP12,
should focus on the following topics:

= Approaches to monitoring CB activities, including practical examples
of such activities;

= Approaches to evaluate activities, including practical examples of
such activities;

= Enhancement of the effectiveness of CB through sharing experiences,

lessons learned and best practices;

The SBI reiterated its request to the secretariat to report on the outcomes of this
workshop for consideration by the SBI at its 27" session.

Item 11: Capacity Building under KP

SBI took note of decision 6/CMP-2 inviting Parties, relevant multilateral and bilateral
agencies and the private sector to provide information on capacity building activities
undertaken pursuant to decision 29/ CMP-1.

Decision:

SBI requested the secretariat to compile the submission by Parties and appropriate
reports of relevant multilateral and bilateral agencies and the private sector referred to

in decision 6/CMP-2, into a miscellaneous document, for consideration by the SBI
annually in its second sessional period .

IPCC Briefing on the ‘Fourth Assessment Report

Opening the meeting, [IPCC Chair Rajendra Pachauri said that there was “a huge
public appetite” for information on climate change. He outlined key findings of the
three working groups and highlighted several improvements since 3" IPCC
Assessment Report.
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Working Group 1
Physical Science Basis

The Working Group 1 contribution to the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report (FAR)
describes progress in understanding of the human drivers of cc, observed cc, climate
processes and attribution and estimates of projected future cc. It builds upon past
IPCC assessments and incorporates new findings from the past six years of research.
Scientific progress since TAR is based upon large amounts of new and more
comprehensive data, more sophisticated analyses of data, improvements in
understanding of processes and their simulation models and more extensive
exploration uncertainty ranges.

Global atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide have
increased markedly as a result of human activities since 1750 and now far exceed pre-
industrial values determined from ice cores spanning many thousand of years. The
global increases in carbon dioxide concentration are due primarily to fossil fuel use
and land use change, while those methane and nitrous oxide are primarily due to
agriculture.

Carbon dioxide is the most important anthropogenic green house gas. The global
atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide has increased from a pre-industrial value
of about 280 ppm (Parts per Million) to 379 ppm in 2005. The annual carbon dioxide
concentration growth rate was larger during the last 10 years (1995-2005 average: 1.9
ppm per year), than it has been since the beginning of continuous direct atmospheric
measurements (1960-2005 average 1.4 ppm per year) although year-to-year variability
in growth rate.

Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is now evident from observations of
increases in global average air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow
and ice and rising global average sea level.

Changes in Temperature ,Sea Level
and Northern Hemisphere Snow Cover
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The updated 100 year linear trend (1906 to 2005) of 0.74°¢ is therefore larger than the
corresponding trend for 1901 to 2000 given the TAR of 0.6°c. The linear warming
trend over the last 50 years (0.13°c per decade) is nearly twice that for the last 100
years. The total temperature increase from 1850-1899 to 2001-2005 is 0.76°c.

The average atmospheric water vapour content as increased since at least the 1980s
over land and ocean as well as in the upper troposphere. The increase is broadly
consistent with the extra water vapour that warmer air can hold.

Observations since 1961 show that the average temperature of the global ocean has
increased to depths of at least 3000m and that the ocean has been absorbing more than
80% of the heat added to the climate system. Such warming causes seawater to
expand, contributing to sea level rise.

New data since the TAR show that loses from the ice sheets of Greenland and
Antarctica have very likely contributed to sea level rise over 1993 to 2003.

Global average sea level rose at an average rate of 1.8 mm per year over 1961 to
2003. The rate was faster over 1993 to 2003; about 3.1 mm per year.

Future Projections in CC:

For the next two decades, a warming of about 0.2°c per decade is projected for a
range of SRES (IPCC Special Report on Emission Scenarios). Even if the
concentrations of all greenhouse gases and aerosols had been kept constant at year
2000, a further warming of about 0.1°c per decade would be expected.

Working Group II
Impacts, Adaptation and vulnerability

Jean Palutikof explained that some regions and vulnerable groups will be affected
more than others, indicated that vulnerability depends on the development pathways
and said climate change can impede nations ability to achieve sustainable
development

On ecosystems, Andreas Fischlin indicated that if 1.5 to 0.2°c temperature increases
are experienced, 20-30 % of higher plants and animals are at risk of extinction. In
discussing emissions from terrestrial ecosystem, he indicated that the terrestrial
biosphere tends toward a net carbon source beyond 0.2°c warming.

Working Group III
Mitigation

Bert Metz highlighted key findings, emphasizing that emissions have increased
significantly in the last 35 years. Regarding mitigation, he demonstrated that
emissions should peak in the next two decades if low emission stabilization levels are
to be achieved which could be encouraged by policy incentives for technology
development and transfer. In discussing mitigation potential and costs of land use
options, Daniel Martino explained that most of the emissions and economic mitigation
potential is in developing countries, where emissions tend to increase. While noting
that 90% of agricultural and 60% of forest mitigation potential is in carbon
sequestration.
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Workshop on mitigation (Urban Planning and development)

SBSTA Chair Kumarsingh introduced this in-session workshop on the scientific,
technical and socioeconomic aspects of mitigation, explaining that It would focus on
urban planning and development, including transportation.

The workshop focused on four aspects of urban planning: transportation, homes and
office buildings, industrial production and poverty reduction. It was stressed that
“well-planned cities are an efficient use of space and energy.” France presented on the
experiences of the Lille area in waste management and inland waterway transport.
Germany discussed a German-Malaysia project on approaches for the reduction of air
pollutants in the context of sustainable urban traffic systems, highlighting public
transportation options and the role of government.

Two representatives of the European Commission addressed the workshop. The first
presented on the Commission’s proposal for a revised strategy to reduce emissions
trading scheme. China discussed high efficiency and low carbon options for
urbanization, identifying the need for international, technical, scientific and financial
support. The UK reported on efforts to reduce emissions on London through measures
such as improving the energy efficiency of buildings using renewable energy and
setting goals for zero carbon development. Sweden outlined a holistic and integrated
multidisciplinary approach to urban planning highlighting the need for systematic
working procedures.

AWG Round Table

Ad hoc Working Group discussed the range of emission reduction potentials of
Annex-1 country parties. The publication of IPCC report leaves no room for doubt.
The IPCC report makes it clear that global emissions must peak before 2015.
Avoiding dangerous climate change is technologically and economically possible and
beneficial but the time left to act is short. While analyses of what each country can do
is important, the overriding question must be what the global community must do to
avoid dangerous impacts of climate change. In order to keep well below 2°c, the
science demonstrates that industrialized countries will need to reduce their emissions
by at least 30% by 2020. The post 2012 agreement must be designed to support
countries to embank on emissions pathways consistent with this goal.

3" Workshop under the Dialogue on Long-term Cooperative Action

The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) , at it’s 24"
session, agreed to explore how it might facilitate a more effective dialogue between
Parties and the regional and international climate change research programme , in the
context of decision 9/CP.11 . The SBSTA invited parties and these programmes to
submit to the secretariat by 23 February 2007. Australia, China, Germany, ( on behalf
of the EU and its member states), India, Japan, USA, Uruguay and Uzbekistan put
their submission to the Secretariat (Annex-X).. The secretariat had received two more
such submissions from international climate change research programme (Annex-XI).

13



BANGLADESH CONTRIBUTION

Bangladesh actively engaged in negotiating contract groups and informal
consultation. On behalf of Group 77 and China Bangladesh was nominated as
coordinator for SBI agenda item Financial mechanism (Kyoto Protocol) and SBI
agenda item Implementation of Article 4, paragraph 8 and 9 of the Convention with
Tanzania, Egypt, South Africa and Indonesia and South Africa, Zimbawe and Saudi
Arabia respectively. Bangladesh actively participated in the LDC and Group 77
meeting and provided it’s input to submit in the SBI and SBSTA meeting. Bangladesh
also provided a statement in the AWG meeting where it expressed its’ concern
regarding the negative impacts of Sea Level Rise around the coastal area of the
country and stressed the needs of more resources to adopt with the situation.
Bangladesh also took part in informal consultation on the following issues:

Reducing emission from deforestation in Developing Countries;
Development and transfer of Technology;

Matters relating to LDCs;

Capacity building under Convention and Kyoto Protocol
Adverse effect of Climate Change; and

Article 6 of the Convention

NEXT COURSE OF ACTIONS

The next COP13 will be held in Bali, Indonesia during 3-14 December 2007.
Bangladesh should constitute a strong delegation just now. The delegation may be
constituted with the key officials of MoEF, DOE, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Industry, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources, Forest Department, Civil Society and NGOs for effectively participating
the CoP and MoP meetings. Bangladesh may take initiative to capture KP Adaptation
Fund, LDC Fund,

Bangladesh may also take initiative to build capacity of the key officials of DNA and
other officials dealing with the CDM matters to harness funds from CDM markets. At
this moment, GTZ is providing funds to India and other countries for this purpose;

The new challenges for Bangladesh are: International and Regional Politics on
Carbon Market, CDM, Technology Transfer, IPR etc. Bangladesh can only gain from
these politics if we can develop our capacity on Global Environmental Issues, Climate
diplomacy, negotiation techniques, bilateral and multilateral negotiations.
Institutional memory of the past experienced officers with sound knowledge on the
subject would help to play an effective role in the negotiation process;

Technology Need Assessment (TNA) is yet to be done by Bangladesh. Bangladesh
may take necessary actions to develop a project proposal on “Assessment of the needs
of technology in Bangladesh” with the fund from GEF Trust Fund. The priority areas
for TNA are: Energy, Industry, Transport (efficient vehicles), Building (energy
saving), Agriculture and fisheries.
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Bangladesh may also take initiative to submit project proposal to the GEF for
extracting the fund from LDC fund under the NAPA. A separate section within the
MoEF and DoE may be identified and specific officers may be assigned to perform
this job. The ministry should monitor this in every month ADP meeting.

LESSONS LEARNT FROM SBSTA MEETING

Understanding the Negotiation Process:

Climate change is a complex issue and the negotiation process is more complex and
arduous, since the problem touches all aspects of human life. The experience till to
date shows that even a small LDC with negotiating skills and proactive approach can
make an impact on the whole outcome. The art and manner of negotiation process that

has been gained by the Bangladesh team in the SBSTA meeting would help for
further negotiation efficiently in future.

Up-dated Knowledge and Documents

The NCSA team has been up-dated with current knowledge with documents that
would help the team to improve the NCSA document which is under process.
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CONCLUSION

Climate is an important determinant of the geographical distribution, species
composition and productivity of forests and changes in the climatic regimes can
modify the pattern and productivity irreversibly, affecting traditional livelihoods,
forest-based industries, soil and water resources. The picture below shows that the
climate of Bangladesh is changing in commensurate with the global worming.
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The Fourth Assessment Report of IPCC appends that in the event of 2.0°C rise in
temperature, sea level rise would be exacerbated, inundating 15% of the Sundarbans
of Bangladesh and leading to primary and secondary impacts such as loss of species
and loss of biodiversity. According to the IPCC, at least one-third of the forests will
be adversely affected by climate change, reducing carbon sinks, soil fertility and
precipitation and conversely increasing the incidence of pests, and natural disasters.
The Government of Bangladesh should participate such international events regularly
and gain knowledge and experience to implement global decisions at national as well
as regional level. Moreover, with a view to extracting the external resources specially
GEF grants, effective participation of a well organized Bangladesh delegation for the
next CoP and MoP meeting is essential.

(Tarig-ul-Islam) (Dr. Md.Nasir Uddin) (Monowar Islam)

Joint Secretary Deputy Secretary Project Manager
Ministry of Environment  Ministry of Environment National Capacity Self-
and Forest and Forest Assessment Project
And (NCSA)

National Project Director,

NCSA
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